
               

              

From the Interim Pastor’s Desk:                               April 2011 

SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK 

April 03 Fourth Sunday in Lent - Communion Sunday 
  Sermon:  “Jesus, as a Shepherd Lead Us.” 
 April 10 Fifth Sunday in Lent   
  Sermon:  “Was Jesus Alone?” 
April 17 Sixth Sunday in Lent – Palm Sunday 
  Sermon: “What a Celebration!” 
April 21 Maundy Thursday - Washing of Hands  
         Last Supper and The Ritual of Tenebrae   
April 24 Easter Sunday! 
  Sermon:  “He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!” 
On The Journey of Holy Week! 

“The Bible account of the last week of Jesus’ life reads like a travelogue. But this would be no pleasure cruise 
for Jesus. This would be a monumental journey that would lead from one rocky road to another, to what seemed 
to be the end of the road with his cross and grave, but it ultimately ends with a bright path to paradise. 

Palm Sunday! A donkey carries Jesus on a road covered in cloaks and flanked by palm wavers. “Hosanna!” 
and “blessed is he!” the people shout to Jesus along this way into Jerusalem. We join our voices with theirs to 
our humble king this day, but our praise is tinged with pain because we know a rough road is looming ahead. 

Maundy Thursday! The disciples file out of the Upper Room and quietly make their way to the Garden of 
Gethsemane with their Lord and Master, Jesus. There we see Jesus pray before he is betrayed and arrested. We 
make our way to our places of prayer this day to confess that we have not always followed Christ, but we are 
ready to make his way our way again. 

Good Friday! Bent over under the weight of the cross and stumbling on cracks in the pavement on the way, 
Jesus nears Golgotha, The Place of Skull, to be crucified. This is called the Way of Sorrows, and we see why. 
But we know, too, that this is the road that Jesus has to take if the weight of sin is ever to be lifted. 

Easter Sunday! With trepidation, the women prepare to walk the road on Easter morning that leads to the tomb 
where Christ is buried. But as we walk with them down that same road we meet our risen Savior, who says to 
us, “Fear not! I am Risen!” 

Blessings!  Rev. Esther Rendon-Thompson 

(By Mark Zimmermann. Images: iStock Photo. 2011 by Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO. 
63026. 1-800-325-9414. wwwcreativecommunications.com All rights reserved. Printed in the USA). 
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It’s a Win – Win! 

During Rev Esther’s sermon on March 20, she called the congregation to consider 
actively participating in the life of the church. She also mentioned the formation of 
the Nominating Committee for 2011.  I will be representing the Board of Deacons 
on that Nominating Committee.  The Nominating Committee will be looking to the 
members of this Congregation for volunteers to fill some of the openings on the 
various boards and committees that manage the business and life of this church. 

Volunteering….participating….let’s be honest, for most of us when we hear these 
words our shoulders sag and we think, gee, I just don’t have the time or talent to do 
that.  Our lives are filled with the day to day business of work, children, our home, 
bills, unemployment, and illnesses and on and on.  It’s not a cop out; it’s just a fact 
of life today.  This all gets very stressful doesn’t it? 

Let me offer up this thought.  Think about the last time you reached out to help 
someone, maybe a friend or neighbor, possibly a complete stranger?  Maybe you 
visited someone who was sick and cheered them up a bit, served a meal at a soup 
kitchen, gave blood, walked for a cure for cancer, dropped some money in a 
homeless persons dish.  The scenarios are endless.  The bottom line is that you 
either directly or indirectly had a positive impact on someone’s life. 

Now think about how that made you feel.   Didn’t it make you feel good?  Good 
about yourself.  Didn’t it give you a feeling of fulfillment?  You made a difference.  
Didn’t that crazy stress filled world you live in seem like a better and brighter 
place?  For a time you enjoyed a renewed sense of happiness. There was an extra 
bounce in your step.  You brought that home with you, to your work place, to your 
social life.  Now some may believe this to be vanity or pride.  I do not believe that.  
I believe this is God’s way of rewarding us for caring and loving one another by 
bestowing a sense of joy and happiness within us.   

 “We are a Christian Community of people who are reaching out to our 
neighbors, at home and abroad, sharing our faith and our resources.”   Sound 
familiar? This is the mission statement of Central Square Congregational Church.  



By volunteering to serve as a member of one of the boards or committees of this 
church you will have a positive impact on someone, somewhere.  I urge each of 
you to consider serving in some capacity in the life of this church over the next few 
weeks as the Nominating Committee begins to solicit the congregation for 
volunteers. 

It’s a Win – Win!  Someone, somewhere benefits from the generosity of your time 
or talent and you receive the blessings of God in return. 

As I mentioned I serve on the Board of Deacons so I would like to throw a 
shameless plug here for the Board of Deacons.  The Deacons perform a vital role 
in the church, no doubt, but no more vital than any other board in the church.  We 
are just another part of the team that makes this all work.  However, I have a sense 
that there could be some misconception or mystique about what a Deacon is 
responsible for here at CSCC.  In our By Laws the description of the 
responsibilities of a Deacon starts off with, “responsible for ministering to the 
spiritual, pastoral and worship needs of the members of the Church and 
community.”  Wow, pretty powerful stuff.  And it’s true.  But it can be misleading 
to some.  A big focus for the Deacons is the Parish Care Program.  In short, we 
send cards, make a call or visit those in need; we also will deliver a meal or 
flowers if the need arises.  There are many members in this church that do this as 
well without being a Deacon.  That speaks to who we are.  Deacons assist with the 
Sacrament of Communion by preparing and serving the elements to the 
congregation.  Members of the Altar and Memorial committees assist the Deacons 
with these communion duties, as do other members of the congregation, when 
needed.  Deacons assist the Pastor with the Sacrament of Baptism.  Deacons work 
closely with the Pastor on matters of worship such as discussing potential changes 
to the Order of Worship, if needed, during some of the seasons such as Advent or 
Lent.   What should be clear is that Deacons do not perform the Sacrament of 
Communion, or Baptism.  Deacons do not perform sermons, or provide spiritual 
consul to members of the congregation.  Those are the sole responsibilities of the 
ordained Pastor.  The Deacons do provide a vital role in the life of the church.  Our 
By Laws provide that the Board of Deacons may have 9 members.  We have 4.  
Clearly we need your help. If anyone has any interest or questions about being a 
Deacon please reach out to Carol Chaffee, Pat Lindsey, Dave Sheibley, Rev Esther 
or myself. 

Rich Sullivan, BOD 



 

Lenten Book Study 

Thursdays 7:30 – 9 PM  

April 7, 14 

Church Parlor 
Book:  An Altar in the World  

~ Barbara Brown Taylor 
The Dallas Morning News writes – “Taylor reveals meaningful ways to discover 
the sacred in the small things we do and see, from simple practices such as 
walking, working and prayer.  Something as ordinary as hanging clothes on a 
clothesline becomes an act of meditation if we pay attention to what we are doing 
and take time  to notice the sights, smells and sounds around us………………  As  

 we incorporate these practices into our daily lives, we begin to discover altars 
everywhere we go, in nearly everything we do.” 

Books are $10.00, please see Carol Chaffee if you would like to order one, or you 
may get one on your own. You do not have to attend every week.  Each chapter is 
a discussion by itself and is not dependent on another.  Please join us! 

 



 
 

Easter Lilies 
The Board of Deacons will be taking orders for lilies on April 3, 10 and 17 after 
worship.  The cost of a 6” potted Easter Lily will be $10 with 5 blooms on each 
plant.  There will also be an opportunity for you to include a memorial message 
that will be listed in the Easter Worship Service Bulletin.  This is a fundraiser for 
the Board of Deacons through which we hope to purchase an additional set of 
Communion linens. 

 

Liturgists/Lay Participants 
 

Upon invitation of our pastor, Rev. Esther and the Board of Deacons, if you would 
like to take part in worship, inclusive of reading scripture and/or leading the 
opening prayers, please sign up for a specific date at coffee hour in the next few 
weeks.  The Deacons will organize a schedule for Rev. Esther so that she can just 
notify, via email, the scheduled person of what prayers and readings she would like 
you to deliver from the lectern 

 

 



 

Bridgewater Food Pantry 

Bridgewater Food Pantry is in need of specific items:  ketchup, mayo, mustard, 
pancake mix, syrup, cereal, rice, rice pilaf, jelly, peanut butter, instant mashed 
potato, canned fruit, cake mix, crackers, juices (bottles and juice boxes), coffee, 
and tea. There are boxes provided in the narthex for this collection. Thank you! 

 

 

 
 

Turn Metal into Food 

On Saturday, May 7, from 9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m., the First Parish Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Bridgewater will host a town-wide free metal recycling 
event. The event will be held in conjunction with the Key for Hope Foundation, a 
local non-profit group whose sole purpose is to give back to the community and 
improve the lives of those in need. All proceeds from the recycling event will be 
donated to the Bridgewater Food Pantry.  
 
The metal pickup bin will be located in the First Parish Unitarian Universalist 
Church parking lot, adjacent to CVS on Plymouth St., just outside Bridgewater 
center. Volunteers will be on hand to help. Any items that attract a magnet (tools, 
pipe, refrigerators, a/c units, file cabinets, fencing, keys, etc.), as well as those that 
do not (aluminum gutters, for example) can be recycled free of charge. Both 
residents and non-residents are welcome. The event will be held rain or 
shine. 
 
The event is sponsored by the First Parish UU Church's Green Sanctuary 
Committee. Green Sanctuary Churches are committed to creating sustainable 
lifestyles for their members as individuals and as a faith community.  
 
For further information regarding the recycling event, please contact the 
committee at 508-697-6848 or visit www.keyforhope.org 

http://www.keyforhope.org/�


 
 

 
 

Good Friday Walk 

April 22, 2011 
Registration from 9:15 – 9:45 AM 

Worship and Commissioning 9:45 AM 
Walk begins at 10 AM 

Scotland Trinitarian Congregational Church, UCC 
1000 Pleasant Street, Bridgewater, MA 

Sponsored by the Bridgewater Council of Churches 
 

This year’s monies will support The Bridgewater Food Pantry, Sharing, INC. and 
the Outreach Programs of the Bridgewater Council of Churches.  Please consider 
walking or sponsoring a walker.  The walk is approx. 5 miles and has one rest stop 
at the halfway point, The Christian Science Church.  Sponsor sheets and 
informational pamphlets are available in the Narthex of the church or see Carol 
Chaffee to get your paperwork.  Thank you for your participation and support on 
behalf of the Bridgewater Council of Churches.                           Carol Chaffee 

 

 

Children’s Choir 

The Children's Choir will practice right after church on April 10th, and at 9:15 a.m., April 17th 
(Palm Sunday) as they will be singing during worship on Palm Sunday. 

 



 

 

Praise Chorus News! 

 We will be participating in 3 upcoming worship services: May 1, May 22, and 
June 12.  

April 30: 10 a.m. rehearsal 
May 1: Sing in Worship 

May 21: 10 a.m. rehearsal 
May 22: Sing in Worship 

June 12: Meet in Sanctuary at 8:30 (no Saturday rehearsal) 
Everyone is welcome to sing or play an instrument. The more the merrier! E-mail 

gab.heath@yahoo.com with any questions. ♪ 

 

 

 

Women’s Guild and Fellowship 

We welcome all women of the church to join us for a wonderful program 
“WHAT?? How Will We Know When We May Be Losing Our Hearing?”  at 7:00 
PM on Wednesday evening, April 6, 2011, in the upper Parlor.  This will be an 
hour-long presentation and refreshments will be served. Our speaker is Deborah 
Dempesy, AUD, CCC-A, FAAA, Doctor of Audiology.  This should be a very 
informative evening that will help us and our loved ones. Our business meeting 
will be held after the program, from approximately 8-8:30 PM. Hope everyone 
can make it to this special evening! 

Looking forward, the WG&F Annual Banquet date is set for Wednesday, May 4, 
2011, at 6 PM.  Final arrangements are being made regarding location.  Save the 
Date!  It’s always a good time! 



 
 

"for I was a stranger and you welcomed me," - Matthew 25:35  
 
 

 
 
 

Spring RUMMAGE SALE 

 

Get ready! The Rummage Sale will be on Saturday April 9th from 9 - 1. Please bring 
your clean and gently used items (clothing, shoes, jewelry, housewares, linens, toys, 
CDs and books) to the Fellowship Hall between Monday and Friday of that week. NO 
computers or electronic items please! 
  
Anyone is welcome to help out with Friday sorting (from 9 - 4) and/or to work the 
Saturday sale, even if you only have an hour or two. You do not have to be a Women's 
Guild and Fellowship member.  Come and join in the fun! Proceeds benefit many 
mission and outreach projects. 
 
There will also be a bake sale, and a luncheon of homemade soups and sandwiches from 
11 - 1 (yum, yum).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0511-0809-1817-5764.html�


 
 

MORTGAGE DEED 
THE CENTRAL SQUARE SOCIETY 

  

A very old and very special document was returned to the church by Harold Estabrook this 
past December 2010.  It is the original mortgage deed for Central Square Congregational 
Church, formerly called The Central Square Society, dated Feb. 7, 1868, and recorded in 
Plymouth County on March 17, 1868.   
  
It reads, "In consideration of thirty two hundred dollars paid by Joshua E. Crane, Seir 
Walker, Lewis Hopkins, Yea M. Conant, John C. Alden, Abiel Bassett, Christopher D. 
Copeland, and James S. Alden, all of said Bridgewater.........."  It notes all the boundary 
points and refers to markers in degrees and rods and links to a stake or stone, two acres 
(more or less), known as the Asa P. Keith Estate.  The thirty two hundred dollars was 
borrowed at an interest rate of 7% per annum. 
  
The mortgage deed is filed:  From:  The Central Square Society, To:  Joshua E. Crane & 
others, Dated:  March 17, 1868 
  
It is signed by then Treasurer, Albert G. Boyden.  The mortgage was discharged as a duly 
executed deed in May 1884 and signed by Joshua E. Crane.   
  
It is stated in the note by Harold Estabrook that the Central Square Society deed was given 
to the church by Ms. Charles Perkins of Bridgewater.  Mr. Perkins (deceased) received the 
deed from his aunt's estate, Clara Crane, the daughter of Joshua Crane.   
  
This deed is in remarkable condition and is quite a beautiful piece to witness.  It will be 
displayed at coffee hour before it is placed in the book of records in the library hall at 
CSCC. 
 
 I have given some thought as to what happened to the deed to our church between the years 
of 1821 - 1860.  I can only guess that perhaps that deed was destroyed in the great fire in 
1860 when this church burned to the ground. 
  
Barbara I. Morey 
Church Historian   

 
 



 
 
 
Have you noticed the wonderful smells of a hot breakfast recently as you entered the 
church building on a Sunday morning?   

In January, Stewardship gave the congregation a chance to share their dreams with each 
other.  The outcome was amazing!  From that came the Dream Team.  The Dream Team 
is made up of volunteers who take the time to read each dream and find a way to make 
each dream come true.  If you would like to volunteer in helping make our 
congregation's dreams come true, please see Debbie Rice during coffee hour or you can 
contact Debbie at 508-807-0572. 

A couple of members of the congregation had a dream to open a Sunday morning 
breakfast cafe.   An easy dream to make come true!!  Stewardship and the Dream 
Team formed "The Dream Cafe".  The purpose of the Dream Cafe is: 

To give our congregation an opportunity to spend more time together in 
fellowship. 

To give our congregation an opportunity to relax before church. 

To give our congregation an opportunity to possibly use this time to grow 
spiritually, by way of things we will offer in the future, such as music and 
Outreach videos. 

To offer this time for groups to make this their special meeting time to go over a 
future project. 

To use any freewill offering, above the cost of the breakfast, to help make another 
person's dream come true. 

To invite all from our community for Church Growth – targeting the unchurched 
and the student body at Bridgewater State University. 



To provide a live TV feed in Fellowship Hall for anyone who may not be 
comfortable to jump right into our church service in the sanctuary  (our own 
version of Televangelism!!) 

To use this time and space - full of comfort, good food, laughter and conversation 
to just BE.  Wrapped in the loving arms of God, the Holy Spirit and each 
other. 

 The "Dream Cafe" will be open every other Sunday.  Reminders will be in your 
bulletin the week before.  Please invite your neighbors, family, friends and loved 
ones ~ All Are Welcome.  If you would like to volunteer one Sunday morning to 
help set up or prepare breakfast, or if you would like to contribute a special entree, 
please sign your name on the signup sheet during any coffee hour. 

 It is so important to hear the Word of God.  It is also important for us to hear each 
other.  Let us continue to grow!  We are an amazing church family and together, 
with God's love, we can accomplish anything!  If you are so moved and so 
motivated to dream, please share your thoughts with us!  Dream sheets are located 
in your pew and can be dropped in the offering.  Thank you. 

 Debbie Rice 
 
 

 

 

Flowers for the Church Altar 

Would you like to see fresh flowers more often on the altar?  You can donate 
flowers for display on Sunday mornings for celebrations such as birthdays or 
anniversaries, or in memory of loved ones, and then take them home or have them 
delivered to a shut-in.  Please see Jane O’Connell after church or call her at 508-
697-3602. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=flowers+clipart�


 

Christian Education 

Shrove Tuesday 

Shrove Tuesday was a success.  Forty-five children and adults enjoyed a meal of 
pancakes and waffles with opportunities to return for seconds and thirds.  Lenten 
literature was available for all ages.  It was a fun event to prepare us for lent. 

 

Kids of the Kingdom 

Just a reminder that Kids of the Kingdom will be on Friday, April 8th from 6:00 to 
7:30p.m.  It always occurs on the second Friday of the month.  All children are 
welcome in grades 4, 5 and 6.  The evening usually consists of a craft, snack and 
some of their favorite games.  It is lead by Denise Molinari and Meg McDermott.  
Boys and girls, if you have never been to Kids of the Kingdom before come and 
see what it is all about and join the fun. 

 

Mission Youth Supper 

The Adirondack Lodge is open for only one night.  The Youth Mission Supper is on 
Saturday, April 2nd at 6:30 p.m. and all are invited.  The purpose of the dinner is to 
help with the costs of the Youth mission trip.  Twelve youths will travel to upper state 
New York to the Adirondack Mountains.  While there they will visit, play games and 
assist the elderly, participate in games and crafts with the children and assist with 
projects such as simple repairs and painting for people who are unable to complete the 
projects themselves.  The youth will be going June 26th and will be gone for almost a 
week.  They look forward to your support at the dinner.  Come and visit the 
Adirondack Lodge and be waited on by the Mission Youth Group. 



 

 

Adirondack Mission Trip and Dinner 

The Adirondack Mountains of northeastern New York provide endless 
opportunities for outdoor recreation. The Adirondack Park was created by the New 
York State legislature in 1882. It is comprised of 6.1 million acres—the size of the 
state of Vermont—and contains 85 percent of all wilderness in the eastern United 
States. The region also contains 3,000 ponds and lakes and 2,000 miles of hiking 
trails. The Adirondacks are home to 137,000 people year-round and 200,000 
seasonal residents. Tourism, timber and mining remain the mainstays of the 
modern Adirondack economy and landscape. Tourists spend almost $1.7 billion 
each year in northern New York, and an estimated 37,000 jobs are supported by 
both direct and indirect tourist dollars.  The region is home to several small towns 
and villages, all popular vacation destinations for those seeking a respite from busy 
city life. But many year-round residents struggle with poverty. 

Our Mission Youth will serve at the YouthWorks site located in the small 
community of Warrensburg, at the foothills of the southern Adirondacks. 
Warrensburg is home to 3,348 residents and is located closely to Lake Champlain, 
Lake George, Albany and the Adirondack High Peaks. Over 17 percent of the 
population lives below the poverty line. The Mission Youth will enjoy the 
hospitality and resilient spirit of the residents of this small town as they serve and 
minister to those in need. 

The Mission Youth Team invite you to support them in their service by attending 
the Adirondack Lodge Mission Dinner on April 2nd at 6 pm. Chef Basler has 
prepared a wonderful menu (which follows) to tempt your taste buds. Come, relax, 
and enjoy our mountain Adirondack ski lodge for dinner on April 2nd. 



 

Adirondack Lodge Dinner    
 

  April 2     6:00 pm 
 

Starter…$10 
 

The Gauntlet Nachos 
Tortilla Chips, Pulled Pork, Black Beans, Melted Monterey Jack, 

Scallions & Sour Cream 
 

Entrees…$18 
 

Free Trappers Stew 
Braised Beef with Mushrooms, Root Vegetables and Crispy Pastry 

Ausable River Salmon  
Maple Glazed Soy Salmon 

Corn with Caramelized Red Onions & Smoked Mountain Man Potatoes 
Prospector’s Choice 

Grilled Boneless Roast Pork with Chunky Applesauce Glaze 
Corn with Caramelized Red Onions & Smoked Mountain Man Potatoes 

 
All Entrees Served With…Choice of Onion Soup or  

Trappers Salad w/House Dressing 
 

Drinks…$2 
 

Coffee, Tea and Pepsi, Diet Pepsi & Sprite  
 

Sweet Endings…$4 
 

Wild Forest Trifle, Saranac Bread Pudding, Giant Mountain Cake 
 

Enjoy!!!.....Chef Basler 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An account has been set up at: 

BRIDGEWATER BOTTLE & CAN RETURN,  Inc., 

106 HALE St., 1st Floor, 

Bridgewater, MA 

Hours:  Monday-Fridays 10-5 pm; Saturdays 9-4pm 

People can bring in their separated cans, plastic bottles and glass bottles and tell 
them they are to go into the CENTTRAL SQUARE CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH MISISON YOUTH ACCOUNT. 

Five cents for every can and plastic soda bottle and four cents for every glass bottle 
will be credited to the Mission Youth account. 

This is an ongoing fund raiser, so please help spread the word. 

Thank you very much I advance from the Mission Youth! 

 

Lukas Hanson, Tyler Chaffee, Andrew Jackson, Dan O’Neill, Kaitlin Derocha, Tim Tufts, Laura  
Sorgman, Micala Boudreau, Noah Poole, Joey Sullivan Jade Reynolds, Tori  Gulusha 

PLEASE! 

 HELP SUPPORT THE MISSION 
YOUTH IN THEIR FUND-RAISING 
EFFORT FOR THEIR TRIP TO THE 
ADIRONDACK MOUNTAINS, NEW 

YORK BY DONATING YOUR 
BOTTLES & CANS THRU JUNE 2011 



 

MEMORIAL GIFT GIVING 
 

Your  Memorial Committee currently consists of four members; Mary Damon, Dot 
Hull, Gloria Weinrebe, and Gail Wright.  It is our charge to acknowledge gifts, 
both to the donor and to the family of the deceased; to enter these gifts into the 
Memorial Book which is kept in the rear of the sanctuary; and to supervise the use 
of these gifts.   Money contributed in memory of someone may never be used for 
defraying current operating expenses of the church unless specified by the donor.  
When specific items are donated, the Memorials Committee shall make sure that 
the article under consideration will be a suitable and appropriate addition to the 
present furnishings and equipment of the Church.   In either case, whether 
purchasing or accepting a memorial gift, the Committee gets final approval from 
the Cabinet and, if the Cabinet so directs, approval of the church members at a 
Church meeting.  Three of the more recent gifts purchased with memorial funds 
include the glass top for the Communion table purchased with funds given in 
memory of Doris Hanson; the pew bibles purchased with money from a general 
collective memorial fund; and a portable communion set purchased with money 
from the Ruth Metcalf fund.    
 

On March 12 Central Square lost our dear friend and member, Ellen Carroll.   
Reverend Esther made a plea to the congregation for funds to help with her funeral 
expenses.  The response was so overwhelming that after expenses we hope to have 
money left over to set up a memorial fund in her name.  One day something may 
be purchased in her memory, a lasting tribute. 
 

In “lieu of flowers” memorial gifts are a loving way to remember lost loved ones.  
Death, anniversaries, and  birthdays are all wonderful occasions to remember those 
special people who are no longer with us.   Flowers are lovely, but memorial gifts 
are a lasting gift of remembrance.   
 
Consider making a memorial gift to CSCC and create a lasting tribute to your 
loved ones. 
                                                              In faith,                                                                                          

       Your Memorials Committee    



 April 2011: The Environment and Spirituality Written by Judy Chan 
April 1, 2011 

 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and 
your labor for that which does not satisfy? Incline your ear, and 

come to me; listen, so that you may live. (Isaiah 55:2-3) 

Recently, I joined a Christian environmental group on a field trip to one of 
Hong Kong’s most mysterious destinations – a public dump. Global Ministries 
missionary Judy Chan reports, a group from our Kowloon Union Church, 
decided it was important to visit the not-so-beautiful places in the city to 
understand how our lifestyles impact Hong Kong’s environment.  

As we approached the landfill area, we saw large garbage trucks coming and 
going. Entering, we noticed off in the distance what looked like a wide open 
valley of plots of dirt. Much of it was covered by sea green plastic sheeting. 
Other areas were covered with grass and trees. We drove in our van 
(windows closed!) to see the landfill. To my surprise, the grassy spots were 
‘restored’ areas, meaning my family’s garbage was buried underneath, 
covered by layers of heavy plastic, deodorizer and a few feet of soil and now 
greenery. The areas covered by sea green sheeting were being prepared as 
areas for garbage to be dumped in the future.  

It is clear that the real problem is Hong Kong people produce too much 
garbage! It is one of the sins of an affluent society. Despite environmental 
education campaigns (recycle, reduce, reuse), it appears that people really 
need to learn the 4th “R” – repent! The only thing that has worked so far is 
making people pay. Plastic bag usage has dropped dramatically since stores 
began charging 10 cents per bag.  

Our chairwoman, is a shining example of simple living. She makes a point of 
shopping infrequently, and tries to create no rubbish on Sundays. Most 
importantly, she believes, we must look within and ask ourselves why we 
need to buy, own and use so much stuff. Our Christian green group doesn’t 
have any easy solutions, but we are working on it. For you see, the 
environmental crisis is at heart a spiritual matter. 

Global Ministries missionary, Judy Chan is responsible for communications, 
the ecumenical radio broadcasting ministry, English publications and 
ecumenical partnerships with the Hong Kong Christian Council. 



 

 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    
 

1 
 

2 
Mission Supper  
Silent Auction 

3 
Communion Sunday 
OGHS Offering 
 

4 
CE Meeting 7:00 
Deacons 7:30 
Hospice Parlor 6-7:30 

5 
NRC 9:30 & 11    
Bella Voce Sanctuary 
7-9 
Brownie Group 3:30-
6 

6 
Women’s Guild 
Den 2 LL 

7 
Search Committee 
7:00 

8  
Kids of the Kingdom 
6-7:30 
Single Parents 6-7?:0 
Parlor 
GS 73502 LL 6-7:30 

9 
Women’s Guild 
Rummage Sale 

10 
Joe Average Youth 
Mtg. 
Teen Forum 
Youth Group? 

11 
 

12 NRC 9:30 & 11     
Bella Voce Sanctuary 
7-9 
Outreach Mtg 7:00 
Growth Mtg 7:00 

13 
 
Trustees Mtg 6:00 
Search Committee 
7:00 
 

14 
Stewardship Mtg 7:30 
Dens 1 & 5 LL 6:30 

15 
Pack #35 Vestry 
6:30-9GS 73502 LL 
6-7:30 

16 
 

17 
Palm Sunday  
Group Sunday School 

18 19Bella Voce 
Sanctuary 7-9 
Brownie Group 3:30-
6  
Search Committee 
7:00 

20  
Cabinet Mtg 7:00 
Den 2 LL  
 

21 
Maundy Thursday 
Service 7:30 pm 
Communion 
 

22 
Good Friday Walk 
 

23  Holy Saturday 

24 Sunrise Service 6:30 
am  C of  Churches 
breakfast at CSCC 
Easter Sunday 
Intergenerational 
Sunday 

25 
Mothers’ Club 9:30 
Nursery 

26 
NRC 9:30 & 11    
Bella Voce Sanctuary 
7-9 
 

27  
Search Committee 
7:00 
 

28 
Brownie Troup 6 LL 
Den 5 LL 6:30 

29  Bella Voce/Choir   
concert Sanct. Vestry 
GS 73502 LL 6-7:30 

30 

April 2011 



May 2011 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
Communion Sunday 

2 
Christian Ed 7:00 pm 
Deacons 7:30 pm 

3 
NRC 9:30 & 11 
Brownie Group 3:30-
6 Vestry 

4 
Women’s Guild 
Banquet offsite 
Den 2 LL 
BCUAC rehearsal 
Sanctuary 

5 
Brownie Troup 6:00 
LL 

6 7 

8 
Teen Forum 
Youth Group 

9 
 

10 
Outreach 7:00 pm 
Growth 7:00 pm 

11 
Trustees Mtg 6:00 pm 
BCUAC rehearsal 
Sanctuary 

12 
Stewardship Mtg 7:30 
pm 
Den 5 LL 6:00 pm 

13 
Kids of the Kingdom 
6-7 pm 
GS 73502 LL 6-7:30 

14 
Trustees Cleanup 

15 
BCUAC concert 
Sanctuary 3:00 

16 17 
NRC 9:30 & 11 
Brownie Group 
Vestry 3:30-6 pm 

18 
Cabinet Mtg 7:00 
Den 2 LL 

19 
Brownie Troup 6:00 
LL 

20 
 

21 

22 
Teen Forum 
Youth Group 
Last Choir Sunday 

23 24 
NRC 9:30 & 11 

25 26 
Den 5 LL 6:00 

27 
GS 73502 LL 6-7:30 

28 

29 
Group Sunday School 

30 
Mothers’ Club 
nursery 9:30 am 

31        

 


	Bridgewater Food Pantry is in need of specific items:  ketchup, mayo, mustard, pancake mix, syrup, cereal, rice, rice pilaf, jelly, peanut butter, instant mashed potato, canned fruit, cake mix, crackers, juices (bottles and juice boxes), coffee, and t...

