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From the Interim Pastor’s Desk:                                                December 2011 

I want to share with you the words of a song, that can be sung to the tune of Away in the Manger. 
 

What Star Shall We Follow? 
How ancient and lovely this news of a star,  

a baby, a mother, the kings from afar. 
Come close now, Lord Jesus, we ask you to stay 

And show us your face in your people today. 
 

What star shall we follow but one that leads here 
to a baby born homeless and a family in fear? 

What heaven shall we long for but one that starts there 
for all the world’s children in your tender care? 

 

We thank you, Lord Jesus, for coming to earth; 
for the light in the darkness that shone at your birth, 

for life in its fullness that you promise today,  
       and the hope in a baby asleep on the hay.   

 

Rebecca Dudley 
 

MAY YOU HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR 2012! 
Rev. Esther and Kevin Thompson. 

 
Looking forward to seeing you as we celebrate this Advent and Christmas Season together. 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

At Central Square Congregational Church - UCC 
 

Service                    Celebration                 Dates 
 

First Sunday in Advent           “The Prophecies”   11-27-11 

Second Sunday in Advent            “Communion Sunday”  12-04-11 

Third Sunday in Advent            “Music Sunday”   12-11-11 

Fourth Sunday in Advent              “Christmas Pageant”  12-18-11 

Christmas Eve Candle Light Service at 10 p.m.            12-24-11  

Christmas Day Service               “The Christmas Story”   12-25-11 

New Year’s Day Service           “Lessons and Carols”                01-01-12 
 

Steeple Sounds      December 2011 
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Attention, Single Mothers! 

 

Parenting tips, Resources, Support Group for Single moms 
 

Tuesdays  6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 

For more information and to pre-register call 781-871-2051 x213 
 

MEETING LOCATION 
Norma Kent Pastoral Counseling Center 
Bridgewater United Methodist Church 

35 School St 
Bridgewater, MA 02324 

Childcare available 
 

There is no cost, but you must call ahead in order to attend! 
 
 
 

 
 

Praise Chorus 

Praise Chorus will sing on Sunday, December 4.  Rehearsal will be at 9:30 upstairs 
in the Sanctuary.  We will be singing "My Heart Sings Out With Joyful Praise" 
verses 1 and 3.  It is on page 106 in the hymnal.  Please email or call me if you 
want to sing.  Contact:  jlschuller@comcast.net or call 508-238-2694 

 

http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/%22http:/mailto:jlschuller@comcast.net%22%22�


4 
 

 



5 
 

 

 



6 
 

 

NEWS from CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Advent Workshop 
 

The Advent Workshop was held on Saturday, November 26th with approximately 
45 people attending.  A potluck supper was enjoyed by all.  The children, youth 
and adults had fun making a variety of crafts from a candy tree (yum), a beaded 
candy cane, painted ornaments, a tissue paper wreath, Rudolph, and a live advent 
wreath to name a few.  The sanctuary was beautifully prepared for the advent 
season.  Thanks to all who helped decorate. 
 

The evening closed with everyone having an opportunity to take home Advent 
booklets and calendars.  If you did not have an opportunity to choose your advent 
reading materials they will be available again this Sunday.  
 

Christmas Pageant 
 

The Board of Christian Ed. has decided to hold the Christmas Pageant on Sunday, 
December 18th.  CE has discovered that some of our children have never 
experienced the pageant or have not participated in several years.  We are hoping 
with the change of date that more children will be able to participate and enjoy the 
event as well as experience the story of the birth of the Christ child.   Parents, 
family members and church friends will also have an opportunity to witness the 
story through the eyes of the children.  Rev. Esther will plan the first part of the 
service and the children and youth will end the service with the pageant.   
Sunday school attendance is important for the next few Sundays in order to prepare 
for the Christmas Pageant.   
 

Kids of the Kingdom 
 

Kids of the Kingdom is held the second Friday of each month.  It is an event for all 
4th, 5th, and 6th grade students which is lead by Meg McDermott, Justin Lindsey, 
and the youth leader Brooks Jacobs. The evening consists of making a craft, 
playing games and making and eating a snack.  It is a fun evening which the 
children all seem to enjoy for they have an opportunity to fellowship together.  We 
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hope you will consider bringing your child.  The next meeting date is Friday, 
December 9th from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 

Christian Ed Calendar 
 

Sundays, December 4th & 11th – Christmas Pageant preparation during Sunday 
school 
Kids of the Kingdom – Friday, December 9th from 6:00-7:30 
Christmas Pageant – Sunday, December 18th (during the church service) 
December 25th – Intergenerational Sunday (no Sunday school) 
January 1st – Group Sunday school – Heifer Project begins 

 

 

THE KEURIG® EFFECT 
 

Your Board of Stewardship has informed all of you that we need a 20% increase in 
overall giving (income) for 2012.  And we have laid out the reasons, very clearly.  
Some of you may still be struggling with how to free up an additional 20% for 
your 2012 giving.  Here is one thought.......there are lots more ways. 
 

How many of you now brew your coffee at home with a Keurig® machine?  If you 
do, I've done the math for you--- after an initial investment of anywhere from $99 
for a basic machine to $249 for a machine that has Platinum in its name, it costs 
about 80¢ a cup to brew with a Keurig®.  This cost is based on buying a 96 pack of 
K-cups at retail.  And it is based on using tap water.  Change to buying smaller lots 
of K-cups and use of spring water and the cost per cup goes to at least 90¢ per cup.  
Using a cost of 80¢ per cup for 4 cups per day, it costs you Keurig® owners 
$3.20/day to brew 4 cups of coffee at home.   
 

Linda and I don't own a Keurig® machine and we have no plans to buy one.  I buy 
large (33 ounce) containers of ground coffee (the ones that say they make 270 
cups) for $10 and use tap water and a 4 cup coffee brewer – the old fashioned kind 
with a glass carafe.  It costs me 4¢ a cup to make this coffee, after my initial 
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investment of $29 for the brewer.  That's 16¢/day AND I've got the difference in 
up front investment still in my pocket (Keurig® machine vs. Mr. Coffee®) which 
is $70.   
 

The savings (per cup) my way is 76¢.  Multiply this times 28 (4 cups/day for 7 

days/week) and my savings is $21.28/week.  So, look at it this way.....    
 

….if you are currently pledging $20/wk and the above applies to you, you could 
instantly double your pledge!!    
 

Perhaps you are struggling to even find the 4¢/day to make coffee my way.  We 
understand and we pray that things will turn around for you.  In the meantime, just 
look back at the owl and try to have a great day.  Count Yourself Blessed!! 
 

John Sharland 
Board of Stewardship 

 

 
CHURCH  BREAKFAST! 

COME ONE, COME ALL 
 Public Welcome – Bring your friends! 
1st and 3rd Sundays of every month... 

 8am – 9:30 
(Donations welcome but not required) 
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Bridgewater Food Pantry 
 

Bridgewater Food Pantry is in need of specific items: ketchup, mayo, mustard, 
pancake mix, syrup, cereal, rice, rice pilaf, jelly, peanut butter, instant mashed 

potato, canned fruit, cake mix, crackers, juices (bottles and juice boxes), coffee, 
and tea. There are boxes provided in the narthex for this collection. Thank you! 

 

 

Women’s Guild and Fellowship Communion Service and Christmas 
Gathering December 7, 2011 

All women of the church are very welcome to join us for our Christmas celebration 
meeting.  We will have a beautiful Communion Service with Rev. Esther in the 
sanctuary with Christmas Carols and piano accompaniment by Marie Nelson. We 
will meet in the sanctuary at 7:00 PM then adjourn after the service to the FH for a 
brief meeting, review of Christmas donations including the “Guild Angel Project,” 
refreshments and Secret Pal gift exchange. 

We will also bring donations for Mainspring House. Please join us as we begin the 
joyous Christmas Season. 
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Bridgewater State University Alumni Chamber Choir 
 

The Bridgewater State University Alumni Chamber Choir will host its annual 
winter concert "Welcome Winter" on December 11 at 3 PM here in our sanctuary 
at CSCC.  General Admission is $10.00 and Seniors/Students are $5.00.  Please see 
Carol Chaffee if you are interested in purchasing tickets. 

 

If you happen to have a key to the side door of the church and are no longer a 
member of a Board or a Committee or know of someone who has, please return the 
key to the office as soon as possible.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 
some have entertained angels without knowing it."  (Hebrews 13:2)                         
                                                                                                                                  - Growth                                                                
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Coffee Hour Schedule   

 October:   Outreach 
 November: Women’s Guild 

December:  Stewardship 
January:   Trustees 
February:   Memorials 
March:   Growth 
April:   Deacons 
May:   Christian Education 
June:   Music 
July & August:  volunteers  (punch only) 
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Liturgists/Lay Participants 
 

Upon invitation of our pastor, Rev. Esther and the Board of Deacons, if you would 
like to take part in worship, inclusive of reading scripture and/or leading the 
opening prayers, please sign up for a specific date at coffee hour in the next few 
weeks.  The Deacons will organize a schedule for Rev. Esther so that she can just 
notify, via email, the scheduled person of what prayers and readings she would like 
you to deliver from the lectern. 

 

 

 
 
 

Flowers for the Church Altar 

Would you like to see fresh flowers more often on the altar?  You can donate 
flowers for display on Sunday mornings for celebrations such as birthdays or 
anniversaries, or in memory of loved ones, and then take them home or have them 
delivered to a shut-in.  Please see Jane O’Connell after church or call her at 508-
697-3602. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=flowers+clipart�
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December 2011: The Gifts of Sharing Ideas  

Written by Nicholas Green 
December 1, 2011 

 

As we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we 
share abundantly in comfort too. II Corinthians 1: 5 

I awaited the arrival of the group with excitement - it seemed a little like the anticipation of gifts 
at Christmas time! I always enjoy accompanying the groups that come to visit the Salvadoran 
Lutheran Church. When a group comes, there are many gifts, like the friendships that grow into 
hermandad, a Spanish word that means "partnership", but that doesn't catch the whole sense. 
Think of partnership, brotherhood, and sisterhood all mixed up in the same pupusa, a traditional 
Salvadoran food. In the same way that the pupusa contains beans, cheese, and ground pork all 
mashed together into a corn tortilla, hermandad contains different cultures, lifestyles, languages, 
and backgrounds all mashed together in a common faith and hope.  
 
A few weeks ago I was awaiting the arrival of some of the friends I had made in the Iglesia 
Misión Cristiana of Nicaragua. They were coming to meet with church leaders involved in 
similar mission projects. In both countries, as economic struggles rise, access to basic needs 
becomes more and more difficult, and the ability for families to provide their own food becomes 
more and more necessary. Churches in both countries have programs which aim to feed families 
in several communities by helping them grow their own food. The more each group shared with 
the other, the greater their excitement grew, and the more they helped solve their own challenges. 
At the end of the visit both groups had learned so much from each other. They committed to 
getting together again next year to advance and deepen their work, and hermandad.  

We pray that hermandad grows in our congregations as well as the inspiration of sharing in 
God’s love.  

Nicholas Green serves in El Salvador as a long-term volunteer with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of El Salvador.  He supports National Youth, with the Family and Gender Program of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of El Salvador, and also assists the Communications Program. 

 

 

 

 

http://globalministries.org/bulletin/en/december-2011.html�
http://globalministries.org/bulletin/en/december-2011.html�
http://globalministries.org/bulletin/en/december-2011.html�
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