
1 
 

               

              

From the Interim Pastor’s Desk:                                                September  2011 

Commemorating the Tenth Anniversary of 9/11/01 
Sunday, 9/11/11  

 

We Remember 
 

As many of you know, this year's September 11th is the 10th anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks that took many lives before their time. The Bridgewater Council of 
Churches, the Town of Bridgewater, and Bridgewater State University are hosting 
observances to commemorate our fallen heroes and their families.  On the morning 
of September 11th, the Bridgewater Community is invited to gather on the 
Bridgewater Common at the 9/11 Memorial for a brief service and bell ringing. 
People will be gathering anytime after 8:00 AM.  Central Square Congregational 
Church will program its bells to ring 11 times at 8:46 AM.  Rev. Esther and other 
clergy will offer invocations and benedictions. Following this time of 
remembrance, the community is invited to a pancake breakfast at the Bridgewater 
United Methodist Church on School Street.  Bridgewater State University is 
hosting this breakfast for the community.  Many of the churches will then have 
their usual worship services, in and of themselves, focusing on a 9/11 observance. 
 
After worship services in the morning, there will be an additional observance at 
Legion Field where much of the community will be gathered for Opening Day of 
Football.  A service will be held at 12:30 PM around the gazebo and promptly at 
1:00 PM, there will be a National Moment of Silence to honor those who lost their 
lives and the loss that their families have experienced. 
 
Parking will be a premium at Legion Field, so it is suggested and encouraged that 
we, as a church family, walk to this event at Legion Field, in unity, as many other 
parishioners from the downtown churches will be doing the same. 
 
More details will be available on the town website in the coming days, once 
everything is finalized.  So please check out:  www.bridgewaterma.org 
 

Carol Chaffee 
Delegate/Vice President to the Bridgewater Council of Churches 
 
Reverend Esther Rendon-Thompson 

Steeple Sounds      September 2011 

The Newsletter of Central Square Congregational Church               
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Welcome back families and friends! 
 September marks the start of our fourth year of Intentional Interim Time.  I 
am looking forward to continuing with you on the journey.  We have entered a 
time of search and discernment as the Search Committee is now on its own to find 
the next pastor, teacher and leader for this church. 
 This article on discernment may help us better understand the process that 
the search is experiencing as a group. These steps can be applied in our daily life.  
 

Discernment: A Christian practice for Daily Living. 
An understanding 
 

Frank Rogers and Dorothy Bass have defined discernment as “the intentional 
practice by which a community or an individual seeks, recognizes, and 
intentionally takes part in the activity of God in a (real) concrete situation.” 
 

An explanation 
 

Discernment is about seeking guidance and finding guidance.  In community, 
discernment includes listening, valuing every contribution, and holding the 
community in tension and together as guidance is sought and discovered.  For 
Christians, discernment means engaging with god’s Spirit and the Christian 
community, reading or searching the scriptures, rehearsing our traditions, 
reviewing what has been learned from experience, and listening for God’s voice in 
God’s time. 
 

Discernment and decision-making are different, but connected. Christian 
communities also are involved in decision-making.  Usually, communities make 
decisions through processes that tend to focus on identifying problems and options, 
and working through a loose set of rules to ensure those who need to have a “say” 
in the situation do so.  Sometimes we follow parliamentary procedures or Roberts 
Rules of Order to help us make decisions. For Christian communities, embracing a 
more deliberate journey of discernment is possible through consensus decision-
making. 
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A journey to engage! 
 

The following steps are typical of the process of discernment, and can be used by 
individuals or groups: 
 

Step one:  Naming the issue 
• Identify the issue or situation for which guidance is necessary 

 

Step two:  Clarifying the information 
 

• What information do you have about this situation or issue?  How confident 
are you regarding the accuracy of this information? 

• Explore what scripture teaches that might be relevant to the issue. Are there 
biblical principles to follow – any situations in which individuals or 
communities in Bible times struggled with a similar issue? 

• Explore Christian traditions for insights that might apply.  Are there any 
doctrines, rituals, practices, or relationships that inform the discussion? 

• How does your own life experience inform the conversation?  Among 
community members, there will e diverse life experiences form which to 
draw wisdom.  In what ways can you hear from, gather, and honor such 
wisdom? 
 

Step three:  Reasoning it through 
 

• Take time to engage the information you have gathered. Sort it. Wonder 
about it.  Look for relationships among pieces of information that may shed 
new light on the issue.  For this step, some people create “mind maps” to 
diagram links that may lead to new insights. 
 

Step four:  Prayerfully resting 
 

• In the midst of the work of gathering and processing information, 
individuals or groups may neglect to take time to listen for God’s voice.  
Provide a space for prayer in the agenda and in the location where you meet.  
In your space, include prayer resources and/or some artwork that invites 
reflection.  Allow quiet moments to consider the notes you have taken and 
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use them as a focus for contemplative listening.  Wait to hear the voice of 
God. 
 

Step five: Perceiving 
 

• What is emerging from the information, from your conversation and 
reasoning, and from listening for God?  Clarify your insights and put them 
into a form that is easy to understand and easy to communicate. 

 

Step six:  Shedding 
 

• Identify what must be “let go” in order to embrace the new insights or 
direction you perceive.  Are there attitudes to be released?  Perhaps what 
must be shed is a long established way of doing things, a familiar ritual, or 
an attachment to a place or object.  Maybe you will need to let go of an old 
way of knowing or reject a previous paradigm in order to embrace the new 
one. 
 

• Develop rituals to work through the grief that comes with such shedding.  
Unless this step is engaged and worked through, it will be very difficult to 
proceed to making a decision that is grounded in your discernment. 
 

Step seven:  Agreeing together 
 

• Now is the time to agree to participate in intentional ways in the way you 
have discerned. 
 

 

 

Blessings on the Journey!       

Rev. Esther Rendon-Thompson 

 
Resource:  Kippax Uniting Church, Canberra, Australia.  Used by permission. 

From:  Seasons of the Spirit ™ Congregational Life Pentecost 1, p. 102 
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THERE IS CHANGE IN THE AIR 

Have you noticed the mornings and evenings are a little cooler these past couple of 
weeks?  The sun is a little lower in the sky.  Evening comes a little earlier and 
morning light a little later.  If you are like me, you are trying to ignore the tell-tale 
signs that autumn is approaching.  No sense ignoring it, the inevitable changes are 
coming. 

This time of year reminds me of the well known passage from Ecclesiastes 3.  “To 
every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven”. 

We will see changes around our Church.  All the boards and committees will 
resume their monthly meetings.  The “buzz” level will rise as the activity increases.  
The pews will begin to fill out, and I suspect that Announcement time before 
Worship will be a bit lengthier.  We will be saying goodbye to some of our youth as 
they go off to college and sadly we will be saying goodbye to one of our treasures, 
Gabriel.  The Lord has called her to a new adventure in her life.  Our Search 
Committee did not take a break during the summer.  They worked diligently 
toward finding potential candidates to become our new Pastor.  Rev. Esther, Carol 
Chaffee, Deb Sorgman and others revamped the Confirmation program and will be 
implementing it this fall for our youth who are ready to embark on that journey.  
Our Choir will once again touch our souls with the joy of their talents.  The 
children will begin a new year of learning about their faith and the role it plays in 
their lives.  Finally, lest I forget, another day of raking leaves is fast approaching! 

The lazy, hazy days of summer are coming to an end.  I hope everyone enjoyed 
their summer, I know I did.   WELCOME BACK! 

 

Rich Sullivan 

Board of Deacons 
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In the past, I have noted how much I enjoy reading David Yount's weekly article on 
the Saturday Brockton Enterprise Religion page. 
 
Recently, David discussed The Bible Project.  A group of scholars has been 
working on a comparison of the Bible that we have today to the original version, in 
light of modern era findings such as the discovery and recovery of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls and a 1525 Bible from an early Gutenberg press.   They are a patient group, 
slowly and methodically carrying out their task.  They have finished three books of 
the Old Testament.  How long have they been working??  Since 1958!!!!  Most of 
the original group has passed on and been replaced with other scholars. 
 
I remember very well an exercise that one of our prior pastors put us through 
during a Bible Study class.  He gave us several resources and then we tried to 
translate a Bible passage from its original language, through the many translations 
into today's version.  It was a daunting task and one that we could not actually do 
because we were not trained Bible scholars. 
 
The scholars working on the Bible Project must be incredibly patient.  Much more 
patient than I could ever be.   This got me thinking about how your Board of 
Stewardship has been patiently working to promote increases in giving from our 
church membership.  We have called it Giving from the Heart, Sharing the Passion, 
Percentage Giving and Sacrificial Giving.  We will continue to work on this effort 
with patience and understanding as we seek to get to a place where the expense 
side of our Annual Budget is met at 100% (or even higher!!) by the pledged 
income side of the budget.   
 
For the Board of Stewardship, 
John Sharland 
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CHURCH  BREAKFAST! 
 

COME ONE, COME ALL 
  

 Public Welcome – Bring your friends! 
 

1st and 3rd Sundays of every month... 
 

 8am – 9:30 
 

(Donations welcome but not required) 
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Bridgewater Food Pantry 

Bridgewater Food Pantry is in need of specific items:  ketchup, mayo, mustard, 
pancake mix, syrup, cereal, rice, rice pilaf, jelly, peanut butter, instant mashed 

potato, canned fruit, cake mix, crackers, juices (bottles and juice boxes), coffee, 
and tea. There are boxes provided in the narthex for this collection. Thank you! 

 

 

Liturgists/Lay Participants 
 

Upon invitation of our pastor, Rev. Esther and the Board of Deacons, if you would 
like to take part in worship, inclusive of reading scripture and/or leading the 
opening prayers, please sign up for a specific date at coffee hour in the next few 
weeks.  The Deacons will organize a schedule for Rev. Esther so that she can just 
notify, via email, the scheduled person of what prayers and readings she would like 
you to deliver from the lectern. 
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Family & Friends Fun Night 
 

Rally Sunday is usually followed by an all church picnic, but due to the town 
events planned to remember Sept. 11th we are postponing our church welcome 
back celebration.  Christian Ed. would like to welcome everyone back by having a 
Family & Friends Fun Night on Saturday, October 1st.  A pot luck supper is 
planned to be followed by an evening of activities for both children and adults 
alike.  More information will follow at a later date.  Please save October 1st on your 
calendar and we look forward to seeing you all there. 

Sunday school 
 

There will be no Group Sunday school on Sunday, Sept. 4th.  The children may 
enjoy the church service with their families.   

The tent will be stored away soon.  The Creation bulletin board and the genesis 
family tree bulletin board will soon disappear, but the children attending summer 
Sunday school classes will not forget the stories of Abraham & Sarah, or the 
trickery that occurred between the twin brothers Jacob and Esau.  Jacob is tricked 
into marrying Leah when Rachel was his first choice.  He has 13 children and 
favors one, Joseph.  Ask your child about the forgiveness of Joseph after being 
sold by his own brothers out of jealousy.  What lessons have our children learned 
about themselves and what role did God play in all of these events? 

On Sunday, Sept. 11th regular Sunday school classes will begin.    Watch for the 
Opportunity Fair to see how you may help with your child’s class or another grade.  
This opportunity is open to parents and anyone else who would like to assist.  As a 
precaution for both you and the children all people assisting will need to complete 
a CORI form.   
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Youth Groups 
 

Youth Group and Kids of the Kingdom, two fellowship groups for the children and 
youth will begin in October. The next Steeples Sounds will contain information 
regarding the dates and times of both groups.  Children eligible for Kids of the 
Kingdom are in grades four to six.  Youth Group is for children in seventh grade 
through High School. We look forward to celebrating the year with your children. 

Bible Sunday 
 

Sunday, October 2nd the third grade students will receive their Bibles.  This is an 
event all 3rd graders anticipate.  The children spend the next several years exploring 
the Bible familiarizing themselves with the Old and New Testament as well as the 
stories and lessons contained within.  Bible verses are mastered and the children 
will have the opportunity to receive Bible Ribbons.  If any other children beyond 
grade 3 have not received their Bible please notify the church office so your child 
too will have the opportunity to receive a Bible.   

Faithfully yours,   

The Board of Christian Ed 

Mauree Bundock, Marlene Jacobs-Boudreau, Denise Molinari, Meg McDermott & 
Terry Reynolds 
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The Confirmation 

Program for  

high school  

students 

Starts 

on 

September 25, 2011 

Save the date! 
Please call the office, Rev. Esther, 

Carol Chaffee or Deb Sorgman 

for more information  
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Flowers for the Church Altar 

 

Would you like to see fresh flowers more often on the altar?  You can donate 
flowers for display on Sunday mornings for celebrations such as birthdays or 
anniversaries, or in memory of loved ones, and then take them home or have them 
delivered to a shut-in.  Please see Jane O’Connell after church or call her at 508-
697-3602. 

 

 

 

 

 

People are only an invitation away. 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=flowers+clipart�


13 
 

 

EMPTY NESTER?  REDECORATING?  STRAIGHTENING 
CLOSETS?  

 
 LOST WEIGHT?  GAINED WEIGHT?  LOVE A NEW SPORT? 

 
  NO LONGER A FAN OF TRENDY JEWELRY? 

 
                                                       
These are the perfect opportunities for you to gather those unused/ outgrown/ 
wrong color/ “why did I buy that?” items and donate them to the CSCC Annual 
Fall Rummage Sale.  The event that so many area people (MEN love it, too) look 
forward to is coming on October 15, but the time to prepare for it is NOW. 
 

Organized by the Women's Guild, this semi-annual sale features departments for 
all interests and needs--including new Fall and Winter wardrobes for all, lots of 
children's clothing, books for all interests, shoes and bags, cooking and household 
utensils, linens and things,  jewelry,  many surprise and unique items, and of 
course…FOOD. 
 
The specialty of the day is the "Soups On" lunch, featuring approximately 6 
varieties of home-made soups (ahhhh, comfort food to calm the souls of the 
stressed-out shoppers), sandwiches, and baked goods.  In addition to the lunch, 
there will be a Gourmet Food Table, with delectable goodies for all tastes, as well 
as hot aromatic coffee!                                                                    
 
You may leave your bagged items in the vestry anytime during the week of 
October 10-14, so that the worker bees can sort and display them for  Saturday, 
Oct. 15.  (We'll remind you several times before the date.)  If you wish items to be 
picked up at your home, please leave a message at the church office (697-6016), 
and Jan will see to it that Ruthie, Marie, or Diane make the arrangements for 
transporting them. 
   
Watch for more info about this event, but start now to think about relocating your 
unused "stuff" to someone who will treasure it. 
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The Kitchen is Clean!! 

All dishes, pans, crock pots, etc., are in the storage room to the right of the narthex.  
Please pick up the items as they will be put up for grabs at the fall rummage sale. 

Thanks 

Women’s Guild 

 

Dine with Nine 
 
Do you like to eat? Like to get to know folks better or get to know someone new? 
Sign up for Dine with Nine in September!  Groups of 9 people get together in each 
other's homes for a total of 3 potluck suppers over a 3 - 4 month period. 
 
So, sign up any Sunday in September and groups will be assigned and distributed 
the first Sunday of October. You may also sign up by calling Diane Glass at  
(508)697-9004. 



15 
 

September 2011: Seeking to Serve  

September 1, 2011 

God is not so unjust as to overlook your work and the love which you showed 
for God’s sake in serving the saints, as you still do. Hebrews 6:10 

Global Ministries missionary, Jeffrey Mensendiek and his family are long-time residents of 
Sendai, Japan. Since the devastating earthquake and tsunami Jeffrey has been ministering to the 
displaced, grieving and broken. Jeffrey’s sister, Martha Mensendiek also a missionary who lives 
and works in Kyoto, has been translating Jeffrey’s daily journal entries so that Global Ministries 
can post them on the website. This is one of Jeffrey’s recent entries: I took part in a meeting 
attended by Buddhist and Christian religious leaders. The purpose was to organize a common 
ministry to serve the spiritual needs of the public in Sendai. The government and various 
organizations can address the material needs of the people.  But there definitely is a spiritual 
need which only the religious community can address.  

It is important that the Buddhist and Christian community join together at this time in a spirit of 
respect. It shows the public that we are not here to compete, but to serve. The spiritual needs are 
so deep. Many people are afraid of religion, and believe that religious people are aggressive and 
self-serving.  Not so for those of us gathered on this night. Our hearts go out to those who have 
lost loved ones; those who cannot return to the place where they lived for fear of the memories 
which might return to them. Many people are still not accounted for. The suffering continues. 
The religious community is ready to serve at any time, but for those who have lost loved ones, 
the time may not yet be right.  Humility is an important part of Buddhism. Waiting, listening, 
emptying oneself, letting go of desires are all important values. When my father first came to 
Sendai 60 years ago, he visited a blind man in a small fishing village near Ishinomaki. 
 He witnessed the desperate poverty and asked; "Is there anything that I can do for you?" The 
man replied; "Desire is endless." There is so much to learn from the wisdom of the Buddhist 
tradition.  On this forty-ninth day I bow my head remembering that many of my Buddhist friends 
are praying for peace and healing. 

Let us pray for strength for the suffering and those who minister to them.  

Jeffrey Mensendiek, serves the Council on Cooperative Mission. He is assigned to the Emmaus 
Center in Sendai, Japan, where he now works as director of recovery response. 
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September 2011 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 
Al Anon 

2 
 Al Anon 

3 

4 
Communion Sunday 
AA 

5 
NA 

6 7 8  
Al Anon 

9  
Al Anon 

10 
 
Pack #35, LL 5-7p 

11 Rally Sunday, 
Church picnic, Teen 
Forum, Sunday 
School begins 
AA 

12 
 
 
Deacons 7:30p 
NA 

13 
 
 
Outreach 7:00p 
Growth 7:00p 

14 
 
 
Trustees 6:00p 

15 
 Al Anon 

16 
 Al Anon 

17 

18 
 
Choir begins 
AA 

19 
NA 

20 21 
 
 
Cabinet 7:00p 

22  
Al Anon 

23  
Al Anon 

24 
 
Pack #35, LL 5-7p 

25 
 
Mission Youth Sunday 
Teen Forum 
AA 

26 
NA 

27 28 29  
Al Anon 

30  
Al Anon 
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October 2011 
       

      1 
CE Party  

2 Bible Sunday 
Neighbors in Need 
World Communion 
Sunday  
AA 

3 Domestic Violence 
9:30-11:00a LL 
Deacons 7:30p 
CE 7:30p 
NA 

4 5 
 
 
WG&F 6:30p 

6 
Al Anon 

7  
Al Anon 

8 

9 
AA 

10 
NA 

11 
 
 
Growth 7:00p 
Outreach 7:00p 

12 13  
 
Stewardship 7:30p 
Al Anon 

14  
Rummage Sale 
Kids of the Kingdom 
Al Anon 

15 
 
Rummage Sale 

16 
AA 

17 Domestic 
Violence 
9:30-11:00a LL 
 

 

18 19 
 
Cabinet 7:00p 
 
 
 

 

20  
Al Anon 

21  
Al Anon 

22 

23 
Teen Forum 
AA 

24 
NA 

25 26 27  
Al Anon 

28  
Al Anon 

29 

30 
AA 

31 Domestic 
Violence 
9:30-11:00a LL 
 
AA 

     




